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1.0 Abstract 
 
Since 2001 the Malvern Archaeological Diving Unit (MADU) has developed a database of vessels 

known to have wrecked around the coast of Wales.  

 

This project is to discover information relating to the history of the schooner Janet & Alice (MADU 

Ref#250), built and launched at Barmouth Wales in 1856. 

 

The Janet & Alice was a cargo schooner which sailed between ports in the U.K, Baltic, European 

North Sea and Mediterranean. Cargoes carried included raw materials, refined material and 

grains.  

 

On Nov 26th 1884, the Janet & Alice sprang a leak during a storm approximately 8 nautical miles 

east of the Cardigan Bay Lightship and sank. The crew who had abandoned the Janet & Alice 

attempted to reach the coast in a lifeboat. However due to the weather conditions 2 of the crew 

including the captain were drowned near the shore at Aberaeron Wales.  

 

The research has been conducted from information gathered from MADU and on-line sites as I do 

not reside in the U.K. 
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3.0 Introduction 

The schooner Janet & Alice was chosen as: 

• it covered a period of sea history from the mid to late 19th century. 

  

• it was a similar ship and time to other ships I had researched from the MADU Wreck list. 

 

• I live overseas online information would be my priority research tool and similar to my 

previous research a ship from this period should be reasonably well documented online. 

 

The following topics form the basis of the research: 

 

• What were the vessel’s specifications? 

 

• What historical information is available relating to the vessel? 

 

• Has any salvage, etc. been carried out? 

 

• Have there been any previous reports produced relating to the vessel? 
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4.0 Background 

Prior to starting this research the only known data available to me was from the MADU Master 

Wrecksite Database Listing (Table 1) supplied by Mr Ian Cundy.  

Table 1: Extract from MADU Master Wrecksite Database 

MADU               
Ref. No. 

Date Wrecked Name Location 1 Location 2 Vessel Type Matls Ref. 

250 26/11/1884 Janet & Alice Cardiganshire Cardigan Bay, L/s, 8M off Schooner wood rl 

 

 

On Nov 26 1884 while sailing from Plymouth Cornwall for Porthmadog Wales in ballast, the Janet 

& Alice sprang a leak approximately 8 nautical miles east of the Cardigan Bay Lightship and sank.  

 

 

 

Fig 2: Location of Janet & Alice Sinking, Nov 26 1884 
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5.0 Research Methodology 

Computer System 

Acer Desktop 64 bit OS; 8 GB Memory, wireless connection.  

Windows 10Pro 

Microsoft Office 2007  

 

Search engines used: Google Chrome  

 

Methodology 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See Section 9 for list of websites viewed 

 

Obtained MADU Listing of Wrecks  
Choose ship – Janet & Alice 

Checked Lloyds’ Ship Registry (LR) & Mercantile Navy Listing (MNL) 

Found first listing of Volunteer in LR 1856 and MNL 1860  

 

Using Google and Keyword Janet & Alice, Janet and Alice 

websites/pages for references.  

From websites/pages listed reviewed 

Ship Details 

Ship Builders 

Location Built 

Specifications 

Ship History 

Voyages 

Accidents & Incidences 

Other Relevant 

Information 

Welsh Wreck Web Research Project 

(North Cardigan Bay) 

On-line research into the Sinking of 

Janet & Alice (Schooner) 
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6.0 Results    

Table 2: Janet & Alice (Schooner) Specification and History  

 

Vessel  Name/s Janet & Alice.  

 Type Sailing Ship – Schooner, Baltic Trade 

  General cargo 

Built  Date Launched: 1856   

  Delivered: April 1856   

 Builder N/A 

  Maesyngarnedd, Barmouth 

Construction Materials  Wood 

 Decks 1 

 Bulkheads N/A 

 Others ACD Pt GIB 

Propulsion Type Sail 

 Details N/A 

Dimensions Length 73 ft 6 in 

 Beam 20 ft 5 in 

 Draught 11 ft 3 in 

Tonnage Gross 131 grt 

 Net 96 nrt  

Owners 1856 Lloyds & Co, Porthmadog, 

1876 Griffith Griffiths, Porthmadog 

1883 Peter Jones, Porthmadog 

Registry Port 1856: Porthmadog; 1876: Caernarvon 

 Flag GBR 

 Number 14930 

 Code L.Q.F.H 

History Routes Coastal U.K, Baltic, European North Sea, Mediterranean 

 Cargo Raw materials, refined materials, grains 

Sunk Date 26/11/1884 

 From Plymouth, Devon 

 To Porthmadog, Wales 

 Captain O. Jones 

 Crew 5 

 Cargo Ballast 

 Location 8 nautical miles east of Cardigan Bay L/S 

52.40N  04.38W 

 Cause Weather Force 6 NW Gale, sprung a leak  

 Loss of life 2, including captain when lifeboat overturned near Aberaeron 

 Outcome Sank 
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7.0 Analysis 

• The schooner Janet & Alice was built and launched at Barmouth Wales in April 1856 and 

registered at Porthmadog to Lloyds & Co (Appendix A, B).  

• The schooner Janet & Alice was built for the Baltic trade with the U.K. but also sailed to 

European ports on the North Sea, Ireland and to the Mediterranean.  The schooner Janet & 

Alice also sailed as a coastal trader around the U.K. Cargos carried included raw materials, 

refined materials and grains. 

• During the course of her history the Janet and Alice was involved in a number of incidences 

(see Appendices). 

• On Nov 26th 1884, the Janet & Alice sprang a leak during a storm approximately 8 nautical 

miles east of the Cardigan Bay Lightship and sank. The crew who had abandoned the Janet & 

Alice attempted to reach the coast. However due to the weather conditions 2 of the crew 

including the captain were drowned near the shore at Aberaeron Wales (Appendix I, J). 

From newspaper articles the Janet & Alice was recorded:  

 

1856  

Apr 25-May 23: Sailed Porthmadog Wales for Rostock Germany (Jones). 

May 14: sailed Dover Kent. 

Jun 25: Arrived Leith Scotland from Rostock Germany, cargo grain (Jones). 

Jun 10: arr Elsinore Denmark. 

Jul  07: Sailed Leith Scotland for Grangemouth Scotland, ballast (Jones). 

Aug 20: Arrived Antwerp Belgium from Stettin Poland.  

Sep 06: Arrived Shields/Tyne from Antwerp Belgium (Jones). 

Oct 19: Arrived Littlehampton West Sussex from Cork Ireland (Jones).  

   

1857  

Feb 07:  Arrived Galway Ireland from London (Jones). 

Jan 21: sailed Cowes I.O.W. 

May 02: Passed Deal Kent sailing Cardiff for Hamburg Germany.  

Jun 08: Arrived Waterford Ireland from Hamburg Germany (Jones).  

Jun 02: passed Start Pt Devon westward. 

Jun 25: Arrived Porthmadog Wales (Jones). 

Aug 09: Arrived Bremen Germany from Porthmadog Wales (Jones). 

Aug 01: passed Start Pt Devon eastward. 

Aug 25: Arrived Shields/Tyne from Bremen Germany. 

Sep 04: Sailed Shields/Tyne for Huelva Spain (Griffiths), cargo 110 tons iron. 

Nov 05: Arrived Shields/Tyne from Huelva Spain, cargo pyrite.  

Oct 11: passed Cape St Mary Portugal (Jones). 

  

1858  

Mar 30: Arrived Tobermory Scotland from Stettin Poland (Jones). 

Apr 20: Arrived Swinemunde Poland from Porthmadog Wales (Jones).  

Jun 15: Arrived Littlehampton West Sussex from Memel Lithuania, cargo grain.  

Jul 14: Sailed Shields/Tyne for Weymouth Dorset. 

Oct 02: Arrived Swansea Wales from Hamburg Germany (Jones). 

  

1859  

Jan 20: Arrived Shields/Tyne from Huelva Spain, cargo 170 tons pyrite.  

Feb 27: Arrived Waterford Ireland from Shields/Tyne, cargo coal (Jones). 

May 07: Arrived Hamburg Germany from Porthmadog Wales (Jones). 

Apr 24: arr Dover Kent. 

Jun 06: Arrived Drogheda Ireland from Altona/Hamburg Germany (Jones). 

Jul 18: Arrived Dalaro Sweden from Port Talbot Wales (Jones).  

Dec 25: Arrived Leith Scotland from Marseilles France, cargo oil cakes (Jones). 
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1860  

Feb 14: Arrived Southampton from Porthmadog Wales (Jones).  

May 14: Arrived Leer Germany from Porthmadog Wales (Jones). 

Jun 04: Arrived Shields/Tyne from Leer Germany (Jones).  

Sep 25: Arrived Southampton from Hamburg Germany (Jones).  

Dec 25: Arrived Southampton from Hamburg Germany (Jones). 

  

1861  

Feb 26: Passing Caledonian Canal from Cardiff for Invergordon Scotland, cargo 

railway iron. 

Mar 18: Sailed Dingwall Scotland for Sunderland Wearside, cargo props (Jones). 

Apr 05-18: Sailed Shields/Tyne for Dublin. 

Jun 21: Sailed Cuxhaven Germany for Belgium (Jones). 

Put back and departed Jun 25. 

Jul 03: Arrived Rouen France from Hamburg Germany (Jones). 

Oct 17: Arrived Havre France from Hamburg Germany (Jones). 

Dec 06: Arrived Bristol from Havre France, cargo wheat (Appendix C). 

Nov 25: arr Plymouth Devon  

  

1862  

Jan 11: Arrived London from Cardiff (Jones). 

Jan 09: arr Deal Kent. 

Feb 05-13: Sailed London for Hayle Cornwall (Jones). 

Apr 05: Arrived Cuxhaven Germany from Porthmadog Wales (Jones). 

Apr 06: Arrived Altona/Hamburg Germany from Porthmadog Wales (Jones). 

May 01: Arrived Shields/Tyne from Hamburg Germany. 

Jul 04: Arrived Cuxhaven Germany from Porthmadog Wales (Jones). 

Aug 21: Arrived Belfast from Altona Germany, cargo flour (Jones). 

Aug 08: in The Downs Kent. 

Oct 13: Arrived Milford Wales from Porthmadog Wales for Antwerp Belgium with 

topsail split and bowsprit carried away (Jones).  

Oct 29: Sailed Milford Wales for Antwerp Belgium after repairs (Jones).  

Dec 06: Arrived Dublin from Hamburg Germany. 

  

1863  

Feb 28: Sailed Porthmadog Wales (Jones). 

Apr 20: Arrived Newport Wales from Hamburg Germany (Jones). 

May 07: Sailed Newport Wales for Valencia Spain (Jones). 

  

1864  

Jan 29: Sailed Milford Wales for Rochester Kent from Porthmadog Wales (Jones).  

May 23: Arrived Barcelona Spain from Swansea Wales (Jones).  

Jun 18: Arrived Villarreal Spain from Barcelona Spain (Jones). 

Aug 12: Sailed Shields/Tyne for Rotterdam Holland. 

Sep 29: Sailed Porthmadog Wales for Stettin Poland (Jones). 

Oct 19: passed Elsinore Denmark 

Nov 26: Arrived Shields/Tyne from Stettin Poland, 994 pcs fire wood sleepers 

(Appendix D). 

Nov 22: passed Elsinore Denmark. 

  

1865  

Jan 10: Arrived Dublin from Shields/Tyne. 

Jun 30-Jul 13: Sailed Swinemunde/Stettin Poland for Gothenburg Sweden (Jones). 

Jul 27: Arrived London from Gothenburg Sweden, 850 qrs oats, 1888 bars iron. 

Sep 13: Sailed from Scilly Islands from Shields/Tyne for Huelva Spain (Jones). 

Nov 04: Arrived Shields/Tyne from Huelva Spain. 

Oct 27: passed Deal Kent northwards. 

Oct 28: put in at Harwich Essex. 
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1866  

Feb 02: Arrived Shields/Tyne from Huelva Spain.  

Mar 05: Arrived Cork Ireland from Shields/Tyne (Jones). 

May 14: Sailed Porthmadog Wales for Hamburg Germany (Jones). 

Jul 19: Arrived London from Hamburg Germany, cargo 150 tons phosphate.  

Sep 12: Put in at Portland Dorset from Shields/Tyne for Marseilles France  

Sep 27: Put in at Falmouth Cornwall from Shields/Tyne for Marseilles France.  

   

1867  

Jan 08: Passed Deal Kent from Porthmadog Wales for Yarmouth (Owen). 

Feb 15: Passed Dover Kent from Bremen Germany for Falmouth Cornwall. 

Apr 27-May 11: Sailed Porthmadog Wales for Kohlberg Poland (Lloyd). 

May 30: Arrived Danzig Poland from Kohlberg Poland (Lloyd). 

Jun 13-Jul 04: Sailed Danzig Poland for Perth Scotland, cargo 544 cwts wheat (Lloyd). 

Jun 19: passed Elsinore Denmark. 

Jul 14: Sailed Perth Scotland for Middlesbrough Teesside, cargo wood (Lloyd). 

Aug 29: Arrived Porthmadog Wales from Cork Ireland (Lloyd). 

Sep 26: Sailed Porthmadog Wales for Copenhagen Denmark. 

Dec 13: Arrived Gravesend Kent from Englholm Sweden. 

  

1868  

Feb 15: Arrived Belfast from Yarmouth I.O.W, cargo cement. 

May 02: Sailed Cuxhaven Germany for England (Lloyd). 

Jun 01-06: Sailed Britonferry Wales for Porthmadog Wales. 

Aug 03: Arrived Dublin from Shields/Tyne.  

  

1869  

Apr 06: Arrived Leer Germany from Porthmadog Wales (Lloyd). 

Mar 13: put in at Portland Dorset with mainboom gone.  

Apr 02: passed Dungeness Kent northwards. 

Apr 15-20: Sailed Leer Germany for Shields/Tyne (Lloyd). 

May 15: Arrived Porthmadog Wales from Cork Ireland (Lloyd). 

Jun 14: Arrived Kiel Germany from Porthmadog Wales (Lloyd). 

Aug 03: Arrived Londonderry from Kiel Germany (Lloyd). 

Aug 18: Arrived Porthmadog Wales from Londonderry N. Ireland (Lloyd). 

Sep 09-24: Sailed Porthmadog Wales for Kiel Germany (Lloyd). 

Nov 15: Arrived Dublin from Kiel Germany, cargo 1080 sacks flour. 

Nov 23: Arrived Porthmadog Wales from Dublin (Lloyd). 

  

1870  

Mar 04-Apr 16: Sailed Porthmadog Wales for Kiel Germany (Lloyd). 

Mar 17: sailed Portland Dorset. 

Mar 19: arr Dungeness Kent. 

Mar 24/Apr 04: dep/arr Harwich Essex with loss of bulwarks. 

May 29: Arrived Danzig Poland from Kiel Germany (Lloyd). 

May 08-20: Sailed Danzig Poland for Leith Scotland (Lloyd). 

Jun 01: Arrived Alloa Scotland from Leith Scotland (Lloyd). 

Jun 12: Off Deal Kent from Leith Scotland for Portsmouth (Lloyd). 

Jun 18: Put in Portland Dorset from Firth of Forth Scotland for Plymouth Devon.   

Jul 04: Arrived Porthmadog Wales from Plymouth Devon.  

Jul 15: Sailed Porthmadog Wales for Kiel Germany (Lloyd). 

Aug 17: Arrived Rostock Germany from Eckernforde Germany (Lloyd).  

Aug 18: Arrived Warnemunde/Rostock Germany from Eckernforde Germany.  

Sep 05: Arrived Shields/Tyne from Rostock Germany. 

Sep 24: Sailed Shields/Tyne for Aberdeen Scotland. 

Nov 05: Arrived Porthmadog Wales from Plymouth Devon (Lloyd).  

Nov 28:  Sailed Porthmadog Wales for Southampton (Lloyd). 

Dec 26: Put in at St Michael’s Mount Cornwall from Southampton for Porthmadog  
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1871  

May 09: Sailed Porthmadog Wales for Kiel Germany (Lloyd). 

May 13: passed Prawle Pt Devon eastwards (LQFH). 

Jun 06-18: Sailed Kiel Germany for Stralsund Germany (Lloyd). 

Jun 29-Jul 26: Sailed Stralsund Germany for Liverpool (Lloyd).  

Jul 17: arr Stornoway Scotland from Stralsund Germany. 

Jul 19: dep Stornoway Scotland, cargo 130 casks rape oil.   

Aug 08-13: Sailed Liverpool for Porthmadog Wales (Lloyd). 

Sep 04-18: Sailed Porthmadog Wales for Kiel Germany (Lloyd). 

Sep 11/12: arr/dep Scrabster Scotland.  

Sep 25: Sailed Kiel Germany for Marstal Denmark. 

Nov 09: Arrived Dublin from Danzig Poland, cargo 150 tons wheat. 

Oct 19: Passed Elsinore Denmark for North Sea. 

Nov 17: Arrived Porthmadog Wales from Dublin (Lloyd). 

Dec 12: Sailed Porthmadog Wales for London (Lloyd). 

Dec 15/16: arr/dep St Tudwal’s Roads Wales. 

  

1872  

Feb 19: Sailed London for Rothsay Scotland. 

Feb 20: Anchored at Deal Kent from north for west (Caernarfon). 

Apr 18: Arrived Kiel Germany from Porthmadog Wales (Lloyd). 

Mar 30: put in at St Tudwal’s Roads Wales. 

May 22: Arrived Barrow Cumbria from Kiel Germany. 

May 31: Sailed Barrow Cumbria for Porthmadog Wales (Lloyd). 

Jun 19-Jul 18: Sailed Porthmadog Wales for Kiel Germany (Lloyd). 

Jun 27: Put in at Milford Wales.  

Jul 31: Arrived Aarhus Denmark from Kiel Germany (Lloyd). 

Aug 10: Sailed Aarhus Denmark for Liverpool (Lloyd). 

Sep 31: Arrived Newport Wales from Aarhus Denmark (Lloyd). 

Oct 09: Arrived Cork Ireland from Newport Wales. 

Oct 02: Put in at Milford Wales. 

Oct 23: Arrived Porthmadog Wales from Cork Ireland (Lloyd). 

Nov 22: Arrived Hamburg Germany from Porthmadog Wales (Lloyd). 

Nov 13: passed The Lizard Cornwall eastward. 

Dec 06: Sailed Hamburg Germany for Garston Liverpool (Lloyd). 

  

1873  

Jan 20: Arrived Liverpool from Hamburg Germany.  

Feb 15: Sailed Liverpool for Porthmadog Wales. 

Apr 15: Arrived Kiel Germany from Porthmadog Wales (Lloyd). 

Apr 10: passed The Skaw Denmark. 

May 24: Arrived Barrow Cumbria from Kiel Germany (Lloyd). 

May 31: Sailed Barrow Cumbria for Bangor Wales (Lloyd). 

Aug 04: Arrived Barrow Cumbria from Kiel Germany (Lloyd). 

Aug 11: Sailed Barrow Cumbria for Porthmadog Wales (Lloyd). 

Sep 24: Arrived Kiel Germany from Porthmadog Wales (Lloyd). 

Sep 14/15: arr/dep Stornoway Scotland. 

Oct 03: Sailed Kiel Germany for Neumuhlen Germany (Lloyd). 

Oct 29: Put in at Kleven Sweden from Kiel Germany for Barrow Cumbria (Lloyd). 

Nov 21: Arrived Barrow Cumbria from Kiel Germany (Lloyd). 

  

1874  

Mar 05-28: Sailed Porthmadog Wales for Kiel Germany (Lloyd). 

Mar 11: arr/dep Portland Dorset. 

Apr 07-May 02: Sailed Kiel Germany for Dublin via Falmouth Cornwall, cargo 1066 sacks 

wheat flour (Lloyd). 

May 15: Arrived Porthmadog Wales from Dublin (Lloyd). 

Jun 12: Arrived Kiel Germany from Porthmadog Wales (Lloyd). 
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Jun 22: Sailed Kiel Germany for Ystadt Sweden (Lloyd). 

Jul 29: Arrived Liverpool from Simrishamn Sweden. 

Aug 26: Arrived Porthmadog Wales from Liverpool (Lloyd). 

Oct 22: Arrived Stornoway Scotland from Porthmadog Wales, cargo slates.  

Nov 06-Dec 03: Sailed Stettin Poland for Greenock Scotland, cargo potato flour (Lloyd). 

Nov 11: passed Elsinore Denmark. 

Nov 24: put in at Stornoway Scotland. 

Dec 22-31: Sailed Glasgow for Dublin (Lloyd). 

  

1875  

Mar 28: Arrived Hamburg Germany from Porthmadog Wales. 

Mar 18: Put in at Portland Dorset for Hamburg Germany (Lloyd). 

Apr 10-28: Sailed Hamburg Germany for Runcorn Cheshire (Lloyd). 

Jun 28-Jul 02: Sailed Hamburg Germany for Stockton Teesside (Lloyd). 

Jul 08: Sailed Stockton Teesside for Middlesbrough Teesside (Lloyd). 

Jul 14-22: Sailed Middlesbrough Teesside for Newport Wales, cargo pig iron (Lloyd). 

Aug 19: Arrived Porthmadog Wales from Dublin (Lloyd). 

Aug 20: Sailed Porthmadog Wales for London. 

Sept 24: Arrived Porthmadog Wales from Lowestoft Suffolk (Lloyd). 

Oct 22: Arrived Belfast from Great Yarmouth Norfolk, cargo flour (Lloyd). 

Nov 07: Arrived Porthmadog Wales from Cork Ireland (Lloyd). 

Dec 13: Arrived Cardiff from Porthmadog Wales, cargo slates. 

Dec 17: Sailed Cardiff for Britonferry Wales (Lloyd). 

  

1876  

Apr 06: Arrived Hamburg Germany from Porthmadog Wales (Lloyd). 

Mar 30: arr Deal Kent. 

Apr 24-May 09: Sailed Hamburg Germany for Bristol (Lloyd). 

May 07: put in at Mumbles Wales for orders. 

May 19: Sailed Bristol for Porthmadog Wales.  

Jun 26-Jul 05: Sailed Porthmadog Wales for Shields/Tyne (Lloyd). 

Jul 29: Put in at Portland Dorset from Shields/Tyne for Plymouth Devon (Lloyd). 

Aug 22: Arrived Porthmadog Wales from Pwllheli Wales (Lloyd). 

Nov 24: Arrived Shields/Tyne from Porthmadog Wales. 

Nov 19: arr the Downs Kent with foretopmast carried away. 

  

1877  

Jan 09-27: Sailed Shields/Tyne for Dartmouth Devon.   

Jan 24: put in at Portland Dorset. 

Feb 16: Sailed Dartmouth Devon for Shields/Tyne (Lloyd). 

Mar 20: Sailed Porthmadog Wales for Mistley Essex (Lloyd). 

Mar 23: passed The Lizard Cornwall eastwards. 

Apr 14: Arrived Ipswich Suffolk from Mistley Essex. 

Apr 25-May 03: Sailed Ipswich Suffolk for Belfast, cargo coprolite (Lloyd). 

Jul 13: Arrived Hamburg Germany from Porthmadog Wales. 

Jul 07: passed Prawle Pt Devon eastward. 

Jul 27-Aug 23: Sailed Hamburg Germany for Runcorn Cheshire. 

Aug 14: arr Deal Kent. 

Aug 20: collided in River Mersey Liverpool (Appendix E). 

Nov 09: Arrived St Tudwal’s Roads Wales from Porthmadog Wales (Lloyd). 

Nov 25: Arrived Milford Wales from Porthmadog Wales (Lloyd). 

Dec 02: Sailed Milford Wales for London (Lloyd). 

Dec 07: passed of Dungeness Kent eastward. 

Dec 22: Sailed London for Silloth Cumbria (Lloyd). 

  

1878  

Jan 03: Ran aground at Deal Kent (Appendix F). 

Feb 08: Arrived Maryport Cumbria from Silloth Cumbria (Lloyd). 
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Feb 14: Sailed Maryport Cumbria for Swansea Wales (Lloyd). 

Aug 19-28: Sailed Porthmadog Wales for London (Jones). 

Aug 25: passed I.O.W. eastward. 

Sep 18: Sailed London for Douglas I.O.M (Jones). 

Sep 19: passed Deal Kent from North for West. 

Sep 24: passed The Lizard Cornwall westward. 

Oct 17: Sailed Douglas I.O.M for Porthmadog Wales. 

  

1879  

Feb 04: Arrived Glasgow from Southampton (Jones). 

Jan 28: passed The Lizard Cornwall. 

Feb 12-24: Sailed Glasgow for Cardiff, cargo 158 tons cannel coal (Jones). 

Feb 17: arr St Tudwal’s Roads Wales. 

Mar 11: Passed East of The Lizard Cornwall westward.  

Mar 27: Arrived Porthmadog Wales from Plymouth Devon (Jones). 

May 03: Sailed Porthmadog Wales for Southampton (Jones). 

Jul 11: Arrived Maassluis Holland from Porthmadog Wales (Jones). 

Jul 10: passed Beachy Head E. Sussex eastward. 

Jul 28: Sailed Maassluis Holland for Shields/Tyne. 

Jul 30: arr Middlesbrough Teesside. 

Aug 22: Arrived Cardiff from Middlesbrough Teesside, cargo pig iron. 

Aug 14: passed Prawle Pt Devon westward. 

Aug20: dep Falmouth Cornwall. 

Sep 20-Oct 03: Sailed London for Runcorn Cheshire (Jones). 

Sep 24: anchored at Deal Kent. 

Nov 29: Sailed Porthmadog Wales for London (Jones). 

Dec 23: Sailed London for New Ross Ireland. 

  

1880  

Jan 24: Arrived Swansea Wales from New Ross Ireland (Jones). 

Feb 12: Passed Mumbles Head Wales (Caernarfon). 

Mar 13: Arrived Shields/Tyne from Yarmouth I.O.W. 

Feb 27: passed Dungeness Kent eastward. 

Mar 27: Passed Beachy Head E. Sussex westward. 

Apr 26-May 22: Sailed Porthmadog Wales for Kiel Germany. 

May 01: passed Prawle Pt Devon eastwards. 

May 19: Passed Hirtshals Denmark eastward   

Jun 24: Arrived Liverpool from Iceland.  

Aug 06-Sep 06: Sailed Porthmadog Wales for Bremen/Brake Germany (Jones). 

Sep 18-24: Sailed Bremen/Brake Germany for Christiania Denmark (Jones). 

Nov 04: Arrived Porthmadog Wales from Rhyl Wales. 

Dec 23: Arrived Lynn Norfolk from Porthmadog Wales (Jones). 

  

1881  

Feb 06-12: Arrived Havre France from Lynn Norfolk (Jones). 

Feb 05: passed Dungeness Kent westward. 

Feb 27-Mar 05: Sailed Havre France for Cardiff. 

Feb 28: passed Prawle Pt Devon westward (LQFH). 

May 17: Arrived Hamburg Germany from Porthmadog Wales (Jones). 

May 11: passed Prawle Pt Devon eastward. 

Jun 03-18: Sailed Hamburg Germany for Shields/Tyne via Middlesbrough Teesside.  

Jul 09: Sailed Portland Dorset Roads from Shields/Tyne for Porthleven Cornwall.  

Aug 05: Theft from Janet & Alice (Evans) (Appendix G). 

Aug 25-Sep 05: Sailed Porthmadog Wales for Calais France (Jones). 

Sep 23-Oct 02: Sailed Calais France for Dublin, cargo 700 sacks flour. 

Oct 15: Sale of 4/64 shares in Janet and Alice. 

Oct 29: Sailed Waterford Ireland from Porthmadog Wales, cargo slates.  

Nov 12: Sailed Waterford Ireland for Porthmadog Wales, ballast. 
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1882  

Jan 03: Arrived Southampton from Porthmadog Wales (Gunn). 

Jan 20: Sailed Southampton for Llanelli Wales (Jones). 

Feb 06: Sailed Llanelli Wales for, cargo copperas. 

Feb 12: Arrived Hull Humberside from Llanelli Wales (George). 

Feb 22: Sailed Hull Humberside for Plymouth Devon (George). 

Mar 06: Passed Prawle Pt Devon westward (LQFH). 

Apr 01: Arrived Porthmadog Wales from Pwllheli Wales (Jones). 

Apr 17: Sailed Porthmadog Wales for Bremen Germany (Jones). 

Apr 27: passed Prawle Pt Devon eastward (LQFH). 

May 01: passed Beachy Head E. Sussex eastward. 

May 21: Sailed Geestemunde Germany for Porthmadog Wales (Jones). 

May 30: passed Beachy Head E. Sussex westward. 

Jul 14: Claim for Wages (Jones) (Appendix). 

Jul 19: Arrived St Tudwal’s Roads Wales from Porthmadog Wales (Jones). 

Sep 19: Arrived Gravesend Kent from Frederickshald Norway. 

Sep 29-Oct 09: Sailed Gravesend for Waterford Ireland, cargo cement. 

Oct 03: passed Dungeness Kent westwards. 

Nov 13: Sailed Porthmadog Wales for Bremen Germany via Bristol (Jones). 

Dec 14: Sailed Bremen Germany for Bristol (Jones). 

  

1883  

Jan 12: Arrived Bristol from Bremen Germany (Appendix H). 

Jan 04: dep Yarmouth Roads I.O.W (Caernarfon). 

Jan 23: Arrived Cardiff from Bristol, light.  

Feb 16-Mar 02: Sailed Cardiff for Cork Ireland (Jones). 

Feb 21: put in at Milford Wales. 

Mar 18: Arrived Porthmadog Wales from Cork Ireland (Jones). 

May 12: Passed Great Yarmouth Norfolk northwards (LQFH). 

May 28: Sailed Shields/Tyne for Rochester Kent. 

Jun 28: Arrived Belfast from Rochester Kent, cargo cement (Jones). 

Jun 15: anchored at Deal Kent from North. 

Jun 21: passed Prawle Pt Devon westward. 

Jul 14: Sailed Belfast for Porthmadog Wales. 

Aug 30: Arrived Shields/Tyne from Porthmadog Wales, cargo slates. 

Sep 14: Sailed Shields/Tyne for Kingstown/Dublin Cornwall, cargo coal. 

Sep 25: put in at Portland Dorset. 

Oct 05: dep Falmouth Cornwall for Kingstown/Dublin Cornwall. 

Oct 24: Arrived Porthmadog Wales from Kingstown/Dublin. 

Nov 30-Dec 10: Sailed Porthmadog Wales for London (Jones). 

  

1884  

Jan 20: Arrived Cardiff, cargo cement. 

Jan 01: anchored at Southend Essex.  

Jan 07: anchored at Deal Kent from North.   

Feb 28: Arrived Cork Ireland. 

Apr 30: Passed Deal Kent from Porthmadog Wales (Jones). 

May 29: Arrived Lancaster Lancashire from London, cargo cement (Jones). 

Jun 07: Sailed Lancaster Lancashire for Porthmadog Wales, ballast. 

Oct 23: Arrived Goole Yorkshire from Lynn Norfolk, cargo sand. 

Nov 03: Sailed Goole Yorkshire for Plymouth Devon, cargo coal (Jones). 

Nov 27: Sailing Plymouth Devon for Porthmadog Wales sank 8 nautical miles east 

of Cardigan Lightship in bad weather after springing a leak. The crew 

abandoned but the captain and 1 crew mate drowned when lifeboat 

overturned near Aberaeron Wales, approximately 28 nautical miles from 

where the Janet & Alice had sunk (Appendix I, J).  
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8.0 Conclusions & Recommendations    

The project took approximately 5 working days with half of that time spent on on-line research.  

Having read the report sufficient information has been collated to compile a comprehensive 

history of the schooner Janet & Alice.  

The schooner Janet & Alice was built for the Baltic trade with the U.K. but also sailed to European 

ports on the North Sea, Ireland and to the Mediterranean.  The schooner Janet & Alice also sailed 

as a coastal trader around the U.K. Cargos carried included raw materials, refined materials and 

grains. 

A major problem experienced while researching the Janet & Alice was the actual name. Searching 

through newspaper articles various versions such as Janet & Alice, Janet & Alice, and Janet Alice 

were found to be the same ship. It was also found that some basic data was incorrect and was 

from a ship called the Jane and Alice which had been built later but registered at the same port.  

Many different WebPages were viewed ranging from large organisations to smaller WebPages 

such as local history or people with a given interest in a subject (See Section 9.1). The quantity 

and quality of the WebPages appeared depended on the targeted audiences and the amount of 

work undertaken. Some of the historical and interest in a subject WebPages were extremely 

useful. Newspaper archives were also very helpful in giving an overall picture of the operation of 

the ship and filling in information gaps.  

Much of the data collated between websites checked out with some discrepancies observed.  

A few WebPages viewed led to pay to view pages. However in most cases the information was 

obtained from other sources. 

From the research conducted, setting a goal and how to reach that goal should be mapped out 

first. Careful use of specific words in search engines is very important. As mentioned above the 

different name versions were a major problem but once the captains had been identified the 

search was made easier. 
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Appendices:  

Appendix A: Lloyd’s Register Sept 1856 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Appendix B: Appropriation Book June 1856, Janet & Alice 
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Appendix C: Saved Drowning Captain at Bristol, Dec 1861 
 

 
 
 

 
Appendix D: Damaged at Sea, Nov 1864 
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Appendix E: Collided in River Mersey, Aug 1877 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Appendix F: Ran Aground at Deal, Jan 1878  
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Appendix G:  Apprehension of Thief at Porthmadog, Aug 1881 
 

 
 

 
 

Appendix H:  Jettisoned Cargo, Dec 1882 
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Appendix I:  Sunk Near Cardigan Bay Lightship, Nov 1884 
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Appendix J:  Inquest into Loss of Crew Members, Nov 1884 

 

 
 


